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For from Him and through Him and for Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever! Amen. Ro-
mans 11:36 

     Paul concludes Romans 11 and his hymn about God's grandness with this verse. Paul de-
clares that the universe belongs to God, and as a gift we're simply living in it, and part of it. Paul 
expounds on a question he asked in the previous verse: Who has given anything to God valuable 
enough that God owes him something back? The answer = nobody. God doesn't owe us anything. 
In this verse, Paul explains why. Everything that is in the universe came from God to start with. He 
is the Creator and the source of all that is good. How could we ever give Him anything He doesn't 
already have?  

     All things are through God. This means God is the source of all things, and He holds them 
together. He sustains everything in creation. He has the running of the universe under control. All 
things that exist continue through Him.  

   All things are to Him or for Him. In other words, everything that exists has been made for 
God's purposes and they all reflect glory back to Him. Nothing exists that doesn't serve His great 
plan and purpose for all things.  

     Paul concludes his hymn with a statement of great worship: To God be glory forever. This is a 
statement of fact and a prayer for its fulfillment. Glory belongs to God forever, and Paul affirms 
that is exactly as it should be in the form of a prayer. He ends this section of his letter with a formal 
"amen," meaning "so be it" or "let it be so." 

     We like Paul, have plenty to celebrate and give praise to God for. So, I praise God for a 
“Happy Easter-Season.” As we think through this Spring and early Summer context a few important 
events will be ours for celebrating and giving God glory: Baptisms, Homecoming, Mother’s Day and 
Pentecost. COVID is losing the overall fight. We are doing good at fulfilling our mission and are 
awakening to purpose and new possibilities.         

     I will sum things up as the apostle Paul, To Him be the glory forever. All things are His. Let us 
look around at God’s grandness, join in His work, and return praise for His plan and purposes. So 
be it. 

In His glorious grace, 
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A neighbor of Karen Kwaak’s passed away and she had been an avid collector of 
Beanie Babies. Karen became the recipient of them, and the stipulation was that 
they were to go to children. Since Karen doesn’t know 500 children personally, she 
decided to sell them and donate the $$ to our Methodist Children’s Home. 

So, for a minimum donation of $2 per toy, you can be a new Beanie Baby parent, 
or get several and gift them to a child. See the lovely display in our Narthex and 
choose your little critters. Be generous and help them all find a new home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On May 2nd, we celebrated our 198th Homecoming service 
with one service in the Family Life Center. We hoped you were 
able to come and celebrate with us.   

 Thank you to all those that helped clean and beautify our 
church buildings and grounds for this service! 
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Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

There have been about 15 men of our church community who have taken the opportunity to become closer to 
Christ through the small group study of Authentic Manhood. The classes were offered before Covid, and during 
our Covid experience, we have been able to meet through various Internet meeting rooms. We have learned a 
great deal more about ourselves, our situations, and how Christ teaches us to deal with them.  We have also 
grown closer to other Christian men. The entire series has six parts, some of us have made it halfway through 
and are starting on the second half. 

New classes are forming and we strongly encourage your participation, if you are eager to become a better per-
son, father, husband, and disciple of Christ. 

The new classes will begin with the first session, Man and His Design.  Also, the new group will be encouraged to 
stay together over the time it takes to go through the 6 sessions.  

If you are interested in these classes, please contact the office at (904) 282-5589 and we will get you plugged 
into a group.  

God bless you all as you seek to do God’s will in your life. 

The Wesley Brotherhood Leadership Team 

Finally, we will be having our Yard Sale on May 15th from 8 am - 3 pm. Setup will begin at 3 pm on Friday, May 
14th when school is out.  We can always use extra help from our congregation.  Proceeds from sale are shared 
with local missions as needed.  Many thanks for your continued support. 

Miriam's Basket celebrated their 10th anniversary of providing clothing and shoes for Children in Crisis.  We 
have supported this mission over the years. A bin is left in Narthex for donations.  

United Methodist Women meet on second Thursday of each month in the Portable at 6:30 pm. 

In this troubled world Lord, make me an ambassador of your blessing of peace. 

In Christ,  

Judy McNee 
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Disregarding Limits 

 I’ve been cognizant lately in recognizing blessings from God involving my church fami-
ly. We decided to support Heifer Project during the Lenten season. Though not an impossi-
ble task, this would require a financial assist from the congregation over and above their 
offerings and over and above their tithes. If we were successful, a young cow would be sent 
to a needy family somewhere, probably overseas to a poverty-stricken area, and all expens-
es would total $500. She would be pregnant, thus ensuring another animal to be born to the 
recipient family, who would then pass the baby on to another needy family. The milk and 
fertilizer would certainly be put to good use, and to help educate the recipient families, a 
Heifer Project person would initially accompany the heifer. $500 shouldn’t be too hard a task 
to raise in 40 days, Pastor determined.  

 But typical of Middleburg UMC, you went overboard and donated more than what we 
originally asked. Delighted, I went online to see what else we could buy. A Joy to the World 
“basket”, costing $1500, would supply a village with 2 heifers, 2 alpacas, 2 sheep, and 4 
goats (all pregnant). Life-giving milk and hair fibers to create yarns plus fleeces, not to men-
tion fertilizers, could provide jobs for several families. Ephesians 3:20 states “…to Him who is 
able to do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at 
work within us…” – so God winked His eye: Money was collected for Two Joy to the World 
baskets plus leftover $$ to provide a well of fresh water – but, oh no, He wasn’t finished. Our 
donation came at a time when a matching donor was promising to triple any amount, so in a 
stupendous way, dear ones, you spread the Gospel to families you will never even know or 
meet. 

 The Sunday after Easter, Rev. Ryan Frack, from the Methodist Children’s Home in En-
terprise, came to speak. Our Monday Night Bible study often collected items for the Home, 
and we put out the word to the congregation to bring stuff so he could take it home with 
him. Like the baskets of fish and bread, things kept multiplying, flowing in as gifts from a 
sweet congregation to children you’ll never see or meet. We sent Rev. Frack home in a car 
with seats folded down to accommodate all the boxes and baskets of towels, toys, sham-
poos, and personal items. Immeasurably more than we ask or imagine. 

 Our connectivity is slowly mending as we come back to corporate worship. 

We might have been plunged into a muddy chaos of Covid-fear, but our resolute Savior is 
proving that isolation cannot win – we are stronger and braver together and our hearts are 
hungry for fellowship. You are proving it by the encouraging signs of support. Jesus is the 
Vine and we are His branches, interconnected, and unified. Let us continue to step forward 
courageously with the fruit He has provided for us to enjoy and share.  Don’t stop with giv-
ing $$ – but bring yourself back as well. 

 I hope to see your smiling eyes in worship soon! 

 **Susan 
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Scott Ashcraft, Rheta Barber, Dennis Barker, Joyce Brantley, Crystal Brooks, Jane Bullen, Meagan Campbell, Lib 
Creech, Helen Crotts, David, Church, Danika Davis, Gary Driver, Jeff Driver, Blake Eckert, Rick Fife, Krickett Foschaar, 
Tony Fox, Carol & Richard Fouraker, Eileen Free, Rick Futch, Lee Goodnight, Rev. Ann Godbold, Yvonne Gordon-
Owens, Teresa Gross, Annette Hagler, LA & Maxine Hardee, Tom Howard, Ken Huff, Darlene King, Paul Lee, Kim 
Lemley, Yvonne Lempke, Lippincott Babies, Ernie Lord, Jim Lundy, Bob & Pat Lucas, Bob & Rose Lynch, Jayne Mani, 
Debbie McDonald, Gordon McDonald, Linda Monroe, Ellen Moore, Curt Morrison, Linda Morrison, James O’Donnell, 
Ray Overly, Sam Payne, Doug Pope, Bill Roberts, Tina Rodgers, Kate Sasso, Robin Scherzer, George Scoble, Dan 
Smith, Nora Smith, Randall Smith, Joan Spencer, Allan Spencer, Nicholas Spencer, Priscilla Spencer, Ray Stovall, Jen-
nie Warner, Gracie Washington, Watts Family, Richard Wehrman, Millie Wilkes, Ann Woodard, Trinity Woodley, Syl-
via Wooters, Robin Zagora & Family, Robert Zimmerman 
 

Servicemen & Women:  
Drew Baker, John Behrens, John Brantley, SGT Philip Buchanan, Jerry Dingman, Benjamin Harlowe, Ben Humphrey, 
Joseph Jankord, Howard Kalick, Caleb Kovach, Lola Lewis, Jarrod Linion, Matt Lippencott, Pete Matisoo, Kayla 
McClendon, Michael McLeod, Dustin Morrison, Brad Muller, Paul Noland, Vince Preston, Matt Ritter, Sarah Robin-
son, Alexander Rumrill, Josh Sansoucy, Breena Schmoll, Bret Shockley, Lawrence (Willie) Summers, Tim Sutton, Chris 
Teagle, Paul C. Trotman, Buzzy Updegraff, Jason & Jackie Warren, Daniel West, and Matthew West 

Amen 

Adult Sunday School 
 

Adult Classes 
• 9:45-10:45 

 Crusaders - Meets in Study  
 Open Door - Meets in the Portable 
 Tea Time - Meets in the Choir Room 
 Seekers Young Adults - Meets in the Mon-

giovi House 
 
New members are welcome in all classes. Visit 
each if you would like.  Remember - “There is a 
chair waiting for you”. 
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A big “THANK YOU” to the congregation for 
all of the Pastor appreciation blessings.  Faith 
and I feel the love, and greatly appreci-
ate your love and kindness.  May God contin-
ue to richly bless you all.  

   Spring is in the air and Summer is on the horizon! What a wonderful time to rejoice in the Lord’s creation. 

The youth are, of course, eager for Summer break from school, but some are also eager for grade promotions and 

school changes. Keep the youth in your prayers so God may bless them greatly in future endeavors. Whether gradu-

ating from high school, junior high, or elementary school, these promotions bring about a lot of change. The poten-

tial for many great fruits as well! 

 We look forward to welcoming a new batch of 7th graders this summer. Currently, Promotion Sunday is 

scheduled for June 6th at 11 am. Because this date is a little late, upcoming 6th graders will be allowed to participate 

in the Youth Confirmation Classes that begin Wednesday, May 26th. These confirmation classes will run every 

Wednesday from 6-8 pm until July 7th. 

After careful consideration, and the input of other leaders in our church,  

it has been decided that we will not hold a confirmation trip to Epworth this Summer. 

Instead, we will plan to have a Reunion Epworth trip next Summer.  

This trip will be open to any youth that has been through confirmation. 

   While we have decided to cancel the trip, I can assure you that we will be holding confirmation classes, and 
that the youth will be confirmed at the end of the series just the same. Thank you all for your continued love and 
support of these youth. We covet your prayers. God Bless you. 

Agape- Harry Benedict 

 MUMC has an opening for our Children’s Coordinator position.  If you are interested in ap-
plying, please call the Church office or see Judy McNee for more information.  

Nursery Care 

*With advanced notice, care for infants & children to age 3 will be provided during Worship Services & Sunday School 
from 830am-12pm.  Nursery Attendant: Marie Livings  - (904) 282-4025 

 

Children’s Sunday School 9:45 - 11am 

Sunday School is available for children 3 years of age to 6th grade. Children initially meet in the FLC Gymnasium for a 
music session with Mrs. Susan Hendry & then go to their designated classroom with their teachers for a lesson & activi-
ties.  Face masks must be worn by the children. 
*3 Yr. Olds - Kindergarten Teacher: Diane Wilder                                              

*Grades 1st - 3rd Teacher: Nancy Long 

*Grades 4th - 6th Teacher: Misty DiGiovanni 
 

Sunday Methodist Kids Fellowship ("MKF") 11am - 12pm 

Children 3 years of age through 6th grade will currently meet in the FLC Gymnasium for a combined Spirit-filled enrich-
ing lesson with indoor &/or outdoor activities provided weather permitting.  Face masks must be worn by the children. 
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20  Barb Long,  

     Jeffrey Woodley 

21  Jordan Russell 

22  Barney Brewer,  

     Duane Jackson 

24  Cedric Richards 

25  Rosemary Carson 

26  Angela Whiteside 

27  Johnney Crihfield, 

     Carolyn Graham,  

      Tom Petzel,  

      Nickey Voris 

      Liz Wheeler 

28  Verna Lindemood, 

      Marie Livings,  

 Karissa Whiteside Terrell,  

     Jean Williams 

29  Danika Davis, 

      Terry Milam 

    Anniversaries 
2    Bill & Pam Stokes 

5    Michael & Angela Whiteside 

8    Ray & Sonja Birkholz, 

      Ken & Kay Rissmiller 

11  Jeff & Carol Cochuyt, 

      Cole & Jordan Russell 

15  Bruce & Gloria Berry, 

     William & Katie DeMeritt 

20  Justin & Angel Smith 

23  Mike & Gina Hinson 

25  Michael & Jackie Bozeman 

26  Craig & Brenda VanGundy, 

      Pastor Brian & Faith Sanderson, 

      Mark & Betsy Sommers 

29  Len & Elle Nordgren 

31  Bob & Heather Milam, 

      Don & Jeanne Owen 

18  Haillee Hoyt 

19  Emberly Huff,  

      Barry Hutchison,  

      Bruce Hutchison, 

      Penny Morrison 

20  Cheree Johnson 

21  Mike Bragg,  

      Shannon Benedict,  

      David Robertson 

22  Bob Milam 

23  Liz Back,  

      E.W. Free,  

      L A. Hardee,   

      Ray Vickerman 

24 Don Fullerton, 

 Bob Hambright,  

       Mary Pharis 

25   Mike Goulding 

26  Sherry Barling, 

      Trish Gibson,  

      Priscilla Spencer, 

      Megan Whalen  

27  Donald Bozeman 

30  Ray Ashcraft,  

      Linda Monroe 

1  Hailea Hinson,  

    Sharon Sansoucy 

2    Tommy Williams 

3    Rheta Barber, 

      Rose Lynch 

5    Linda Hambright,  

      Hunter Payne,  

      Josh Taylor, 

      Jason Taylor,  

     Taylor Updegraff Parsons 

6    Lynda Hill,  

      Erle Prevatt,  

 Sarah VanBososkerck 

8    Daryl Brunner 

9    Ann Barker, 

      Janet Fox 

10  Dorothy Bogdan,  

      Jeff Kwaak 

12  Debbie Taylor 

13  Penelope Smith 

14  Gloria Berry 

16  Michael Scoville 

17  Arthur Dolder, 

      Esther Lee 

Anniversaries 
3    Bill  & Patricia Tuck 

7    Ed & Eileen Elster 

       Lee & Lenore Goodnight 

10  Curt & Linda Morrison 

15  Dale & Missy Criswell, 

      Bob & Linda Hambright,  

  Harry & Shannon Benedict 

17  Thomas & Laura Gerds 

20  Gordon & Beth McDonald,  

     Cedric & Jean Richards, 

  Dom & Kathy DiBattista 

21  Kent & Kim Hiter,  

24  Kevin & Gretchen Ossenfort 

25 Richard & Diana Burns 

27 John & Linda Morningstar 

BIRTHDAYS BIRTHDAYS 
 1 Isak Terrell 

 2   Faith Sanderson 

 3   Amanda Cochuyt, 

      Kent Hiter,  

 Connie Holman, 

      Diane Shepard 

 4    Magi Trotman,  

      Susan Sawyer,   

      Christina Wilder 

 6   Karen Tidwell, 

      Holly Updegraff    

 7   Elizabeth Shepard    

 9   Susan Horn 

10   Ed Dickson, 

       Bill Lewis,  

12  Dick Morris 

13  Levi Humphrey 

14 Janet Brown, 

 Edna Westerwelle  

15  Drew Baker 

18  Krickett Foschaar 

19 Jackie Bozeman, 
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Middleburg United Methodist Church 
3925 Main Street 
Middleburg, Fl 32068 PLACE 

STAMP 
HERE 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

             Go in Peace and Love  

Middleburg United Methodist Church  
3925 Main Street 
Middleburg, FL 32068 
 

Rev. Brian Sanderson, Sr. Pastor 
(850) 673-7309 
 

Church Office: 
(904) 282-5589 
 

E-mail 
middleburgunited@bellsouth.net 

 

 
  

 

 

Office Closed: May 31 

For Memorial Day 


